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We have had a very full Convocation ceremony and my
remarks will therefore be brief. I do want to mention how
pleased I am to receive the President's gavel from John
Ross, who has been my teacher and good friend for the past
25 years. I also want you to know that I am very conscious
of the contributions of our previous leaders in bringing the
College to the position of respect and leadership it now
holds. Many of these men and women are on the dais and
in the audience tonight. Those of us assuming new respon-
sibilities at these meetings will strive to maintain the stan-
dards of professionalism, education and patient care ad-
vocacy which they have helped to make characteristic of
the College.
I'd also like, if I may, to direct a few thoughts to our
new inductees, many of whom have only recently completed
the subspeciaity certification process. Some of you have
already visited our headquarters facility, Heart House, in
Bethesda and I hope that all of you will have occasion to
do so in the future. When you come to Heart House, I'd
ask you to notice at our main entrance a sculpture that many
of us believe symbolizes the College's mission. The sculp-
ture portrays two boys, one of whom is helping the other
as he attempts to climb a tall tree stump. The sculpture is
entitled, "Man Helping Man." The tree stump, of course,
represents the challenges that must be overcome in attaining
any worthwhile horizon, and the concept of man helping
man reflects the ideals that have traditionally inspired our
profession. The sculpture always reminds me of how much
our success as physicians ultimately relates to the support
we give one another, patient and colleague alike. You are
all unusually well qualified as cardiovascular specialists and
surely you will derive great personal happiness and profes-
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sional satisfaction as you apply your medical knowledge
and technical expertise on behalf of your patients. I hope
you will also continue to experience the very special sat-
isfaction that derives from a sensitivity to your patient's
personal needs as well as his or her specific cardiovascular
problem. The most effective of our colleagues have a special
ability to provide this type of personal support, whether it
involves reassuring a worried but basically healthy person
in the office, or spending a few extra minutes with a patient
who has end-stage heart failure in whom you realize ther-
apeutic options have been exhausted. As the number of gray
hairs in my own scalp increases, I understand more and
more the correctness of the aphorism that the secret of the
care of the patient is "caring for" the patient.
May I sayan additional word about our contributions to
one another. The scientific sessions we are attending this
week amply demonstrate that our profession continues to
have exciting opportunities for expanding our knowledge
of cardiovascular science, and for applying that knowledge
to improve patient care. The' 'Man Helping Man" sculpture
at Heart House also reminds me that these opportunities
carry with them an obligation to transmit our knowledge to
others, so that it is used for the benefit of mankind in general
as well as our individual patients. If you reflect on your
own training, I am sure you will recall individuals who had
a very positive impact on your own careers even though
your contact with them was relatively brief. I hope, there-
fore, that each of you will consider some form of continuing
teaching commitment in the years ahead, whether it be with
medical students, house staff, fellow physicians or other
medical personnel. I was most recently impressed with the
value of such activity at the 25th year reunion of my own
medical school class. Most of my classmates have been full-
time practitioners since finishing their formal medical train-
ing. When we were asked to describe our current activities,
however, over 90% of the class spontaneously mentioned
some form of contributed teaching activity. I am sure this
is not an uncommon circumstance, and I believe it reflects
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our profession's understanding of the basic worth of such
activity and the personal satisfaction associated with it.
Let me conclude by again expressing the appreciation of
all of us assuming new responsibilities for the opportunity
that has been given us, The most complex and challenging
of the issues now beforethe College have been thoughtfully
articulated by John Ross in his " President' s Page" com-
mentsduring 1986. The incoming leadership welcomes the
opportunity to continue to address these issueson our com-
monbehalf. We'll try always to do so ina manner consistent
with the "Man Helping Man" tradition, and we enlist the
assistance of all of you in this effort.
